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Vehicle production – February 2007
	Source:
	Cars
	Commercial vehicles 
	Total vehicles 

	SMMT Ltd
	Feb-07
	YTD 2007
	Feb-07
	YTD 2007
	Feb-07
	YTD 2007

	Total
	115,651
	239,841
	17,491
	37,085
	133,142
	276,926

	 
	-11.8%
	-4.2%
	-4.0%
	2.0%
	-10.9%
	-3.4%

	Export
	84,895
	179,787
	10,037
	21,456
	94,932
	201,243

	 
	-10.8%
	-1.0%
	-17.3%
	-10.4%
	-11.6%
	-2.1%

	% of total
	73.4%
	75.0%
	57.4%
	57.9%
	71.3%
	72.7%

	Home
	30,756
	60,054
	7,454
	15,629
	38,210
	75,683

	 
	-14.5%
	-12.5%
	22.6%
	25.7%
	-9.2%
	-6.6%

	% of total
	26.6%
	25.0%
	42.6%
	42.1%
	28.7%
	27.3%
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      Vehicle production – February 2007

Manufacturing plant profile: 

	Schmitz Cargobull (UK) Ltd

North Road

Harelaw

Stanley

Co Durham DH9 8HJ
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	Harelaw plant statistics:  

Employees:  280 personnel.

Plant size:  Two factories on Harelaw site.  One producing curtainsider trailers and dry freight box vans and the other building refrigerated trailers, mainly for the UK and Eire market but also for export, particularly to the Nordic territories. The facilities offer a combined production area of 16,900m2.
Investment:  Over £250,000 recently spent on new assembly jigs for curtainsiders and dry freight box vans.

Models currently in production:  Curtainsider and dry freight box vans and refrigerated trailers.  Biggest sellers in the UK include the SKO.COOL range of refrigerated trailers and the S.CS collection of curtainsiders 

History:  The Harelaw plant was acquired by Schmitz Cargobull Group in 1991.

	Production Facts:

· Schmitz Cargobull (UK) Ltd is part of the privately-owned Schmitz Cargobull Group – the biggest manufacturer and supplier of semi-trailers in Europe. It currently operates a single shift.

· 72 curtainsider, refrigerated and dry freight box vans are produced at Harelaw each week.
· A finished trailer leaves the production line at Harelaw every 10 minutes.
· 95 per cent of all units built at Harelaw are produced using Schmitz Group's patented 'bolted and galvanised' production technique which removes the need for welding during the build process.
· Trailer build turnaround times of two to three weeks can be achieved from the receipt of an order.
· Trailers are built in cells by different teams of workers and parts are delivered to the production line on a just-in-time basis. The majority of parts are supplied by local companies.

· Andreas Schmitz was recently appointed managing director of Schmitz Cargobull (UK) Ltd.  The great-great-grandson of Melchior Schmitz, who founded the Schmitz Cargobull Group in 1892, Andreas was formerly managing director of Schmitz Cargobull's Spanish subsidiary and production director at the group's factory in Altenberge, Germany.  At Altenberge he implemented increases in efficiency that led to a 100 per cent increase in output over a two year period from 300 to in excess of 600 trailers per week.


	· Group highlights:
· Parent company Schmitz Cargobull AG's turnover increased by almost 30 per cent to a provisional €1.70 billion in 2005-6.

· The Group expects further growth in 2006-7 and predicts total output of 50,000 units in 2006-7.

· Group's technical production capacity is forecast to reach 120,000 units by 2010 while sales across all territories are expected to reach 100,000 units.

· The Group has set a market share target of 45 per cent across Europe by 2010.

· After Germany, Central Europe, Scandinavia and Benelux, the UK is Schmitz Cargobull's biggest market. UK sales account for six per cent of the Group's turnover.

· The Group has designed and is producing its own drive axles.  Called Rotos, the axles are built in Germany and are used with all products in the Schmitz Cargobull range.

· Across Europe, the Group has nine production facilities (five in Germany, two in UK, and one each in Lithuania and Spain.)


	UK Press Contacts: 

Andrew Morley

Sales and Marketing Director

Schmitz Cargobull (UK) Ltd

E-mail: andrew.morley@cargobull.co.uk
	Lloyd Arkill

Arkill Matthews Ltd

E-mail: lloyd@am-pr.net
















'With car production ceased at Peugeot and a model changeover at Toyota's facility, it comes as no surprise that we have seen a fall in volume during February,' said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive. 'Exports continue to form the majority of vehicles produced and all indications are that the full year forecast is still on course to achieve greater output than last year.'








'Although down slightly compared to February 2006, UK commercial vehicle production remains robust and in good shape', said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive. 'Light commercial volumes continue to make up the lion's share of the output and with the new model Land Rover Defender coming on stream shortly, we anticipate continued strength in this area.'
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